PUBLIC SPEAKING ASSIGNMENT
For the speaking skills portion of the high school curriculum, you are required to give a four to five minute speech.  After writing out your speech (which requires an introduction of the topic, verbal reference to the audience you are addressing the speech to, main body of the speech and final concluding remarks), you are to put the main points on cue cards.  Therefore, when you are actually giving your speech you refer to the notes on the cue cards rather than reading the written speech word for word.  A complete written version of your speech (including brainstorming, a rough copy, evidence of peer editing and note cards) must be submitted.  A lectern / podium will be provided for your speech.  You will be marked on the actual content of the speech and how it is written, but the way it is presented will account for a majority of the value.  Remember:  the mark you receive on the speech will count as your product mark for speaking and listening for Quarter 3.  This will also count as part of your writing and reading mark.
Key Due Dates:
· Speech Topic must be chosen and approved by me by ____________________________________________

· Brainstorming complete by ____________________________________________

· Rough Draft (ready for Peer & Teacher Editing) due on ____________________________________________
· Rough Draft # 2 (ready for Final Edit) due on ________________________________________

· Speeches Begin __________________________________________
POSSIBLE SPEECH TYPES AND TOPICS
Your speech may be informative, which is one where you are giving information to your audience about a particular subject you have researched. Some topics for an informative speech could be the following: 
1. Body image in the media



17.  The benefits of extracurricular activities
2. Mental Health in Canada or NB


18.  ISIS / The War on Terror
3. Ghosts and / or other supernatural beings 

19.  Divorce in Canada

4. Life in the army 




20.  Superstitions
5. Travelling
 




21.  Imaginary friends
6. Children's books 




22.  Fashion trends

7. The most famous trials in history 


23.  The history of dance

8. Sibling relationships 




24.  The meaning of dreams
9. Phobias 





25.  Steroids
10. The affects of drug / alcohol abuse


26.  Canada’s Carter of Rights and Freedoms
11. Canada’s healthcare system



27.  Egypt’s battle for reforms / democracy


12. Conspiracy theories




28.  Child poverty in NB
13. Types of bullying and the effects of bullying



29.  Illiteracy in NB

14. The contributions of a celebrity / musician / actor / scientist

30.  Low physical activity rates in NB

15. Concussions in sports






31.  Heroes
16. The fine line between madness and genius



32.  Famous serial killers
Your speech may be persuasive, which is one where you persuade the audience about the importance of a certain topic, what your view is of that topic and why the audience should agree with your opinion of the topic. The informative topics above could also become persuasive topics.  Some examples of persuasive topics are: 
1. Donating blood or organs 



7.  School PED policies
2. Salary caps in sports




8.  Zero tolerance Policies
3. The importance of voting



9.  School uniforms / dress codes
4. Euthanasia 





10.  Privacy versus security
5. Violence in video games



11.  School music programs versus sports programs
6. Explicit lyrics in music



12.  Is space travel worth the money we spend on it?
13. Should Canada spend more money on defense or education?

14. Should Canada spend more money on homelessness in Canada or on aid to other countries (Haiti relief efforts, for example)?

15. Which is a bigger world problem – the lack of oil or the lack of clean drinking water?

16. Which is a bigger world problem – the environment or terrorism?

17. Should animals be used to test new products and new drugs?

18. Should young children be allowed to enter beauty pageants?

19. Peacekeeping versus war – what should the role of Canada’s military be?

20. Should celebrities be allowed to adopt children from poor countries?

21. Should good grades and attendance be prerequisites to playing on high school sports teams or to participating in any extracurricular activities?

22. Should the legal drinking age in Canada be dropped to 16?

23. Should public schools be divided along gender lines?

24. Should the Canadian government fund stem cell research?

25. Are drinking and driving laws too lenient?

26. Do body images (as portrayed in the media) lead to eating disorders?

27. Are athletes and / or celebrities overpaid?

28. Should fighting be banned in hockey?

29. Are men and women equal?

30. Should tanning beds be banned for anyone under the age of 19?

31. No smoking laws in public places



39.  Tanning beds for teenagers
32. Gun control





40.  Stem cell research
33. Abortion





41.  Internet censorship
34. Year round school




42.  The death penalty in Canada
35. In natural disasters, who should be saved 1st?

43.  Should parents of truant students be fined?
36. Should MMA events be banned in Canada?


44.  Shale gas
37. Vegetarianism





45.  Optimism versus pessimism
38. Legalizing marijuana




46.  Legalizing prostitution
Your speech may also be a narrative (i.e. a personal anecdote or story) where you discuss a personal experience that you have learned from or that has changed you in some way.  Speeches of this nature should also contain researched elements.  Some examples of narrative topics are: 
1. How someone’s near-death experience changed your life
2. How having a sibling or not having a sibling changes you

3. The importance of friendship / family / pets / school / music
4. How joining clubs / sports teams / music programs / volunteer organizations can change you

5. How having a job can improve your life

6. Why it is important to never give up

7. A life lesson that changed your life

8. Something you hope to do that will change the world.

*You may choose any topic you like, but make sure I approve it before you start writing!
**You may choose to write and deliver a hybrid speech (i.e. a combination of the above types), but make sure you see me for guidance if you choose to do this.

***You may not use the same topic that you used for your debates or your expository / persuasive essay from Semester 1 unless you change the content and tone completely!
